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Thank you for your interest in being interviewed at Books & Benches. We’re delighted to 

have to you and to help promote your book. All author interview features at Books and 

Benches are free. 

 
Submissions must go through the website form except if with a blog tour. If 

you received this list through a book blog tour company, please send your 

responses to them. 

 

All posting materials must be received at least one week prior to your feature date. If 

received less than one week to your feature date, we cannot guarantee a timely posting. 
 

 

Possible Interview Questions 
Whether you use these as they are, modify them, or use some of your own, please do not 

choose more than 5 questions, and keep each response to 250 words or less. Content 

should be original, current, relevant, and not recycled from a post less than three years 

old. 

 
There are a lot of questions here, and the idea is to pick 5 that best suit you, your writing, 

and that will evoke responses specific to you. We update this list periodically, so our 

apologies if you come across any duplicates. 

 
THE QUESTIONS: 

 
- Does writing energize or exhaust you? How or why? 

- What makes (title of book) special or unique to you? Can you give us a little story behind 

the story? 

-In 250 words or less, what can you tell us about your newest release? 

-What story are you working on next, and what inspired it? 

- Do you try more to be original or to deliver to readers what they want? 

- Do you think someone could be a writer if they don’t feel emotions strongly? 

- How did publishing your first book change your process of writing? 

- What did you do with your first advance? 
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-As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

- Were there alternative endings you considered for this book? What were there and why 

did you change them? 

-Do you remember the moment when you first considered yourself a writer? 

-What book(s) are you currently reading? Why did you choose them? 
 

-Who are your main characters? Tell as a little about what makes them tick.  
 
-If a film were made of your book, who would you cast in the leading roles?  
 
-What is something about your hero/ine that only you know?  
 
-Which character was most challenging to create? Why?  
 
-Are any of your characters based on real people you know?   
 
-Which scene or chapter in the book is your favorite? Why?  
 
-Which scene was most difficult to write? Why? 
 
-What is your favorite motivational phrase? 

-If you could have been the original author of any book, what would it have been and why? 

-What are three things people may not know about you? 

-What has been your greatest challenge as a writer? Have you been able to overcome it? 

-Do you consider your books plot-driven or character-driven? Is that how you naturally 

write, or do is there a purpose for what you chose? 

- What’s your favorite under-appreciated novel? 
 

- What kind of research do you do, and how long do you spend researching before 
beginning a book? 

 
- Which scene, character or plotline changed the most from first draft to published book?  

 
- What do you hope readers will take away from this story?  

 
- Are there particular themes or motifs wrestle with or address in your story(ies)?  

 
- How does your faith life/ethical outlook inform your writing?  

 
- Were there scenes you ended up cutting you wish you could've kept? Describe the 

decision-making process. 
 

-What has been the toughest criticism given to you as an author? What has been the best 

compliment? 



-What is your favorite scene in (title of book)? 

-Which writer(s) have or do inspire you? 

-Do you share any personality traits with (name of main character)? 

-Give us an insight into your main character. What does he/she do that is so special? 

-Do you have to be alone or have quiet to write? 

-What do you think about when you are alone in your car? 

- What’s the most difficult thing about writing characters from the opposite sex? 

- What did you edit out of this book?” 

-What type of hero do you like best? 

-If you could be any character from literature, who would it be? 

-What appeals to you most about your chosen genre? 

-How do you feel about book trailers and do you have any? 

- How do you select the names of your characters? 

-What is your favorite movie based on a book, where you preferred the movie? 
 

-What attracted you to the genre(s) you write in?   
 
-What are some must-read titles in your genre?  
 
-What are some trends in your genre that excite you?  
 
-What are some elements that are becoming cliche in your genre?  
 
-What special challenges did you face making your story stand out from others in the 
genre?  
 
-If you were to genre-hop, which genres would you most like to try writing?  
 
-What aspects of your creative process do you enjoy most? Which are most challenging?  
-Do you prefer writing in silence or to music?  
 
-Does this story have a soundtrack? A playlist that inspired you while writing it?  
 
-What technologies do you rely on most when writing?  
 
-What writing resources have been most helpful to you?  
 
-What warm ups do you use to get your writing flowing?  
 
-Do you believe in the concept of a muse? What is yours like?



- If you had to do something differently as a child or teenager to become a better writer as 
an adult, what would you do? 
 
-What has been your greatest pleasure in writing (title of book)? 
 
-What is your favorite non-writing pastime? 
 
- How long on average does it take you to write a book? 

 
- Do you Google yourself? Did you like what you found? Why or why not? 

 
- What are your favorite literary journals or magazines? 

 
- What is the most difficult part of your artistic process? 

 
- What else have you written? (Include books, novellas, short stories, poems, blogs, 
awards or anything of interest.) 
 
-Which actor/actress would you like to see playing the lead character from your most 
recent book? 
 
- What are common traps for aspiring writers? 

-How much research do you do? 

-Do you work to an outline or plot or do you prefer just see where an idea takes you? 

-How do you think you’ve evolved creatively? 

-What is the hardest thing about writing? 

- If you didn’t write, what would you do for work? 

- Do you read your book reviews? How do you deal with bad or good ones? 

- What does literary success look like to you? Why? 

- What literary pilgrimages have you gone on? 

- How many unpublished and half-finished books do you have? 

-What was the hardest thing about writing your latest book? 

- What is the first book that made you cry? 

-What is the easiest thing about writing? 

-How long on average does it take you to write a book? 

-Do you read much and if so who are your favorite authors. 

-What is your favorite motivational phrase? 

- Do you want each book to stand on its own, or are you trying to build a body of work 

with connections between each book? 

- What was the best money you ever spent as a writer? 



- Why did you choose to write in your particular field or genre? If you write more than 

one, how do you balance them? 

-What is your favorite positive saying? 
 
-What is your favorite book and why? 

- What other authors are you friends with, and how do they help you become a better 

writer? 

-What is your favorite quote? 

-What advice would you give to your younger self? 

-Which famous person, living or dead would you like to meet and why? 

-If you could have been the original author of any book, what would it have been and why? 

- What is the most important thing that you have learned in your writing experience, so 

far? 

- What would you like carved onto your tombstone? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the above questions are from Laurel Garver’s blog.  

http://laurelgarver.blogspot.com/2017/02/fifty-fabulous-questions-to-ask-author.html

